Whipped Lightning Causes Whipped Up Controversy 

2010 has given rise to a number of vexing drug and alcohol problems. From the explosion of synthetic cannabinoids, such as K2 and Spice, to experimentation with the smoking of nutmeg, modern American culture is awash in unusual drug use options. The situation is especially trying for parents of American children. With cell phones, social networking sites, and music television dominating contemporary adolescent communication, drug use trends quickly inflate and blow out in the turbulent adolescent world. Aside from the ubiquitous nature of marijuana, drugs used and abused by teenagers are oftentimes nothing more than experimentations with the drug du jour of Facebook or YouTube. But there are drugs that are more dangerous than others; drugs where a one-time drug use can lead to serious injury or death. For adolescents, alcohol is one of those drugs where calamity often follows experimentation, especially when experimentation leads to a drunk driving. In recent years, there have been a variety of exotic beverages that target adolescents and young adults. These beverages have been alternately called natural stimulants, pick-me-ups, or relaxing potions described as "tranquility in a bottle". Whipped Lightning represents a new and potentially troubling direction in the growth of alcohol-infused food products. The product is whipped cream pasteurized and spiked with nearly 15% alcohol. Marketed and sold as a condiment for other alcoholic beverages and as a topping for pies, Jell-O, and pastries, Whipped Lightning is attractive to younger people. Producers of the alcohol-infused whipped cream have eluded FDA labeling requirements by an assertion that their product is not a foodstuff. The product is not even required to list the amount of calories it contains. Although a buyer must be at least 21 years of age, it does not take much effort for minors to get their hands on Whipped Lightning. Because of the high alcohol content, it does not take much Whipped Lightning to get whipped drunk. Because of kids' relatively low tolerance to alcohol and its inebriating effects, kids can become very drunk following the quick downing of this canned alcoholic whip cream. This is where trouble begins and ends. In recent months, controversy has also swirled around an alcoholic beverage called Four Loko. A blend of stimulant herbs and chemicals along with alcohol, Four Loko contains a contradictory blend of stimulant and depressant drugs. The concoction immediately connected with young people. The product offered the traditional experience of drinking a malt beverage, but it added the attraction of an espresso-like jolt of adrenalin as a counterweight to the alcohol. The drink posed a distinct threat to teenage and young adult users. Four Loko is now banned from most store shelves in America. We believe that is an early holiday present for most readers.
